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# Socialism and the Right to Property as a Fundamental Right: The Constituent Assembly Debates
The significance of the Fundamental Rights Resolution at the Karachi session lies in the fact that it can be described as the first draft of what came to be Parts III and IV of our Constitution.' The Indian National Congress (INC), notwithstanding its radical approach to nationalism, was indeed unwilling to commit itself to a radical program involving the agrarian structure and the land-owning patterns. As a result, the Congress
See Appendix 1 for a comparison of the Karachi Resolution and the Constitution.
*While Clause 7 of the Karachi Resolution seemed to stretch the INC's commitment on the land question only to the extent of relief in rent. and thus implicitly recognized the institution of landlordism, Clause 1 (viii) of the Karachi Resolution that read as "No person shall be deprived of his liberty nor shall his dwelling or property be entered, sequestered, or confiscated, save in accordance with law" was clearly seen, even at that time as an explicit recognition of their Right to Property by the landlords. It is also of significance that this aspect and the fact that the socialists in the INC had been threatening to bring about the extinction of private property was addressed to Gandhi, sometime in July 1934. Gandhi, interestingly, assured his opposition to any such extinction of the Right to Property by way of "dispossession of the propertied class without just